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Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE  
Target Skills: 

 Comparison 

 Causation 
Topic: The Development of 
Civilizations 
 
-Reading, annotating, diagrams, 
mapping, questions 
 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE  
Target Skills: 

 Comparison 

 Causation 
Topic: River Valley Civilizations  
 
-Reading, annotating, mapping, 
comparison chart, and journal 
writing 
 

Indicators: 6.1.CO 
 
Target Skill: 

 Comparison 
Topic: Ancient Societies  
 
-Reading, analysis, comparison, 
Venn diagram, and test 
questions. 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE  
Target Skills: 

• Comparison 
• Causation 

Topic:  River Valley Civilizations 
Advancements  
 
-Reading, comparison chart 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE, 
6.1.CC 
Target Skills: 
• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and Change 

Topic:  River Valley Civilizations  
 
-Reading and writing 
 
 

Day 6  
Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P,6.1.E 
Target Skills: 

• Context 
• Periodization 
• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and 

Change 
• Evidence 

 
Topic: Why Did Rome “Fall”? 
 
-Hook Exercise and 
Background Essay Reading 

Day 7 
Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P, 6.1.E 
Target Skills: 

• Context 
• Periodization 
• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and 

Change 
• Evidence 

 
Topic: Why Did Rome “Fall”? 
 
-Background Essay Reading 
and Questions 

Day 9 
Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P, 6.1.E  
Target Skills: 

• Context 
• Periodization 
• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and 

Change 
• Evidence 

 
Topic: Why Did Rome “Fall”? 
 
-Revisit Background Essay 
and Pre-Bucketing 
  

Day 9 
Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P, 6.1.E 
Target Skills: 

• Context 
• Periodization 
• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and 

Change 
• Evidence 

Topic: Why Did Rome “Fall”? 
 
-Document Analysis, Chicken-
foot and Bucketing 

Day 10 
Indicators: 6-1.CX, 6.1.P, 6.1.E 
Target Skills: 

• Context 
• Periodization 
• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and 

Change 
• Evidence 

 
Topic: Why Did Rome “Fall”? 
 
-Reading, analysis, and 
argumentative writing 
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Day 1 

Topic: The Development of Civilizations 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE  

Target Skills: 

• Comparison (Similarities and differences) 

• Causation (cause and effect) 

Activities-Reading, annotating, diagram, mapping, questions  
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Name: ________________________________________________________________ Date:__________________________ Class:________ 

River Valley Civilizations 

Directions: Read the information provided to determine the similarities of the river valley civilizations around the world. Use the following 

annotation tools to mark it up the document. 

Underline Key Terms, circle words you do not know and define them, Highlight BIG ideas, Put a box around things you do not understand, and 

annotate in the margins. Answer all check for understanding questions.  

Indicator: 6.1.CO Compare the development of social systems among the early river valley civilizations. 

Vocabulary: 

agriculture 
civilization 
division of labor 

domestication 
caste system 
irrigation system 

barter 

 

Summary: 

During the Paleolithic Era people hunted animals and picked nuts and berries. The Paleolithic Era’s people were called nomadic hunters and 

gathers. The Neolithic Era started a sweeping change because people settled and began living in groups. Farming and raising animals (agriculture) 

allowed people to grow food and depend on recurring harvests and meat. This changed life for humans forever.  

Agricultural Revolution 
- plant/animal domestication fostered agricultural development and the subsequent introduction of semi-permanent human developments 
- agriculture-led humans from a nomadic lifestyle to the development of villages 
- the role of irrigation in the development of villages with techniques of moving and using water (rivers, dams, and canals) 

 Irrigation systems were waterways constructed to bring water to land.  
 

The agricultural revolution led to a surplus of food that encouraged them to settle down. The first civilizations developed when people discovered 
they could farm and raise their animals. The surplus also allowed them to barter or trade goods and ideas.  
 

Civilizations are organized societies that have centralized government, a means of food production, a system of writing art, architecture, and job 
specialization.  
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The development of agriculture supported the rise of the first civilizations, located mainly along river valleys; these complex societies were 
influenced by geographic conditions and shared a number of defining geographical, political, social, and economic characteristics. 
 
Geographic Factors for Settlement:  

1. abundant water supply for irrigation and drinking 
2. natural resources that provide building materials 
3. good quality of soil for agriculture 
4. climate that is adaptable and predictable 
5. shelter from the elements 
6. natural defense features that create isolation and safety 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestication is the process of adapting wild plants 
and animals for human use. Domestic species are 
raised for food, work, clothing, medicine, and many 
other uses. Domesticated plants and animals must be 
raised and cared for by humans.  
 
How important was animal domestication for 
civilizations to flourish? 
 
 

Check for Understanding (CFU) 

C
FU

 

Answer the essential question. 

Why did early humans choose to settle in particular 

locations? 
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Day 2 

Topic: the River Valley Civilizations 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE  

Target Skills: 

 Comparison (Similarities and differences) 

 Causation (cause and effect) 

Activities- Reading, annotating, mapping, comparison chart, and journal writing   
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Specialization of Labor 

The five traits of a civilization 

– Cities 

– Writing 

– Specialized workers 

– Complex institutions 

– Technology 

  

The "division of labor" (specialization of labor) refers to the 
breakdown of large, labor-intensive tasks into smaller tasks  
 that may be done by different workers or different groups of 
workers.  

 
“TEAM…Together everybody achieves more”. 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

Directions: Color code and label the map by following the 

prompts below: 

1. Color each civilization a bright color. 

2. Circle each river valley civilization. 

3. Trace each river near the map to make it 

darker/bolder. 

4. Color oceans and seas blue. 

 

 

 

What do they all have in common? Lists 2 similarities. 

Ancient River Valley Civilizations 

 1. Mesopotamia: Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (Saudi 

Arabia and Iraq) 

 2. Egypt: Nile River (Africa) 

3. India: Indus and Ganges Rivers  

4. China: Yellow and Yangtze Rivers  

http://www.ushistory.org/civ/3.asp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Mesopotamia 
-The Fertile Crescent had rich soil and abundant crops to sustain life in the early civilization.  
-More than 90 percent of the people in Mesopotamia were farmers due to the rich soil. 
-The most famous and important building in the Sumerian city was the temple dedicated 
 to the gods and goddesses of the city. 
-The temple was called a ziggurat and was built atop a massive stepped tower 
-Housing were built by sun-dried bricks 
-One of the greatest accomplishments of the Sumerian people was the 
 invention of the earliest known system of writing 
-The people of Mesopotamia were known for their metalwork, woolen textiles, 
 and pottery 
-Copper, tin, and timber were imported goods exchanged for  
dried fish, wool, wheat, and metal goods 
Around 3000 B.C. the invention of the wheel was  
-created making transportation of good easier and quicker 
Contributions of ancient civilizations: 

• Sumer: first civilization, plow, sailboat, wheel,  
• cuneiform, ziggurats, polytheism 
• Babylon: Code of Hammurabi 
• Phoenicians: the alphabet and improved shipbuilding 
• Jews: ethical monotheism, Judaism 
• Persians: well-built empire based on tolerance 

Egypt 
The Nile would flood each year from summer to fall.   
This flood would provide new, rich soil for the Egyptians and would wash away waste.   
The seas around the civilization served a barrier against war and disease. 
Contributions of Egyptian civilization: 

• Hieroglyphics  
• Egyptian religion (polytheistic) 
• Pyramids  
• Mummification  
• Medicine  
• Produced a 365-day calendar based on 

 astronomy. 
• Developed early Geometry for 

 designing fields and canals 
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India 
The Indus Valley Civilization was an ancient 
civilization located in what is Pakistan and  
northwest India today. 
-The land of South Asia has three main types  
of physical features.  Mountains, rivers, 
and the massive triangular-shaped peninsula 
of India.   
-The development of widespread irrigation 
systems allowed the indigenous population 
to provide food for themselves. 
 -Wheat and barley were primary crops,  
however rye, peas, cotton, and rice were 
 also grown. 
-The economy depended greatly on trade.  
-Trade was conducted within the civilization 
 as well as with Mesopotamia. 
-Caste system with four main classes 
People were born into social classes  
that could not be changed. 

• Brahmins (priests and the king) 
• Kshatriyas (warriors and aristocrats - rulers) 
• Vaishyas (cultivators, artisans, and merchants) 
• Shudras (peasants and serfs) 

Contributions of Indus Valley civilizations: 
• Sanskrit 
• Hinduism 
• Buddhism 
• Reincarnation 
• Caste system 

 

List 3 big ideas about 
the two civilizations. 
 

Mesopotamia 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 

Egypt 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Hieroglyphics 

Cuneiform 

Sanskrit 

CFU: 

Use the three images to compare. 

What does hieroglyphics, cuneiform, and 

Sanskrit have in common? (List 2) 

 

How did they effect ancient civilizations? 

 

How do they influence us in present day? 
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Day 3 
Topic: Ancient Societies of China and Egypt 

Target Skill: 

• Comparison 

Activities: -Reading, comparison, chart, and test questions. 
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China 
-Most historians agree that civilization occurred sometime around 2000 BCE around 
 the Yellow River.  
The yellow soil particles in the river give it its name “Yellow”. 
The Huang He River known as “China’s Sorrow” because of the unpredictable flooding. 
-More than two-thirds of China is covered in mountains and deserts. 
-The large land was isolated from much of the rest of the world by dry deserts to the north  
and west, the Pacific Ocean to the east, and impassable mountains to the south. 
-China is the oldest continuous civilization in the world. 
-Throughout most of China's history, powerful families called dynasties ruled it.  
-The first dynasty was the Shang and the last was the Qing. 
-In early times the lands were ruled by the feudal system where lords owned  
the lands and farmers tended the fields. In later years, the empire was run by civil  
service officials who ran the cities, collected taxes, and enforced the laws.  
-Men had to pass exams to become officials. 
By 1000 BC Chinese had develop silk production 
-Chinese also produced first books under the Zhou 
-They also produced porcelain, writing, coined money and cast iron 
 
China’s achievements: 

• Printing 
• The Great Wall of China 
• Dynastic cycle 

 
Answer the questions by circling the most correct answer.  
 

1. Which of the following would explain why early communities shifted from 
a nomadic lifestyle to a settlement lifestyle? (DOK 2) 

  
A. The people learned how to domesticate plants and animals.   
B. The people continued to live a nomadic group lifestyle.  
C. The people used up the resources of the surrounding regions.  
D. The people grew enough food for the nomadic group. 

 

2. As farming communities experienced more specialization of labor, how 
was their culture affected? (DOK 2)        

 
A. They became more isolated and refused to work together.  
B. They stopped learning new skills and creating new products.  
C. They were not able to continue hunting and gathering.  
D. They traded with others to get the things they needed. 
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Directions: Analyze the two social class carts. Compare Egyptian society and Indian society in a Venn diagram.  

  
 
  
  

Brahmins:

Priests and 
Teachers

Kshatriyas:

Rulers and Soldiers

Vaisyas:

Crasftsmen, Herders, Farmes, 
Landowners, Merchants, and 

Traders

Sudras:

Commoners, Farm workers, Laborers, Peasants, 
and Servants 

Untouchables:

Outcast, Street sweepers,  and latrine cleaners

Indian Caste Egyptian Caste 

India Egypt  

Use the 

information in the 

charts and the 

reading to 

complete the 

Venn diagram. List 

5 Differences and 

2 similarities to 

compare the 

Indian and 

Egyptian caste. 
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Day 4 
Topic:  River Valley Civilizations Advancements 

 
Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE , 6.1.CC 
 
Target Skills: 

• Comparison 
• Causation 
• Continuity and Change 

 
 
Activities-Reading and comparison chart 
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 Directions: Complete the chart with historical information about the river valley civilizations. Compare how early civilizations formed social 
systems after the agricultural revolution. When the chart is complete, use the information to complete the writing activity below. 

 

  

Compare the River Valley Civilizations by listing historically accurate information. 

Rivers Tigris and Euphrates Nile Indus Huang He 

 Name of 
Civilization 

 
 Modern Day 

Location 

-Mesopotamia 
 

-Located in modern-day Iraq 

and Saudi Arabia 

   

What did they 
trade? 

-Written language 

(cuneiform) 

- Written laws (Hammurabi’s 

Code)  
 
 

   

What 
technological 
advances are 
they known 

for? 

-The Sumerians invented 

how we tell time in minutes 

and hours. 

-Astronomy 

-Wheel 
 

   

How the 
environment 

influence 
interaction? 

6.1.CE 

-Fertile, rich soil that was 

good for farming 

-Regular flooding was blamed 

on the gods. 
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Day 5 

Topic:  River Valley Civilizations 

Indicators: 6.1.CO, 6.1.CE, 6.1.CC 

Target Skills: 

• Comparison 

• Causation 

• Continuity and Change 

Activities: 

-Reading and Writing   
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Directions: Using the information from the text about the four-river valley civilizations describe events, innovations, and environmental factors 

that enabled world civilizations to interact with each other. Answer the following question using 8-12 complete sentences. Use the rubric below 

to assist you. 

 

  

What similarities the four river valley civilizations share? 
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Rubric 

 Directions: Using the information from the text about the four-river valley civilizations describe events, innovations, and environmental factors 

that enabled world civilizations to interact with each other. Answer the following question using 8-12 complete sentences.  

Topic: What similarities the four river valley civilizations share? 

 4. Distinguished 3. Proficient 2. Apprentice 1. Novice 

Content-Amount of 
Information:  
Describes events, 
innovations, and 
environmental factors that 
enabled world civilizations 
to interact with each other 
in 8-12 sentences. 

Topic was completely 
addressed. Statements 
were clearly supported by 
many facts and detailed 
examples. 

Topic was addressed. Most 
statements were 
supported by facts and 
examples. 

Topic was addressed. 
Some statements were 
supported by facts and 
examples. 

Topic was not addressed. 
Statements were not 
supported by facts or 
examples. 

Research-Quality: 
Information from 
reputable sources 

Included facts, 
conclusions, and opinions 
from reliable sources. 
Included opinions of 
subject-matter experts. 

Included facts, 
conclusions, and opinions 
from reliable sources. 

Included a mixture of facts 
from reputable sources 
and opinions from 
unreliable sources. 

Included more opinion 
than fact. Information was 
taken from unreliable 
sources. 

Writing-Ideas: 
Interesting, informative 
details 

All details were unique, 
interesting, and related to 
and supported the main 
idea.  
Writing included 
information based on 
personal experience. 

Writing had many 
interesting details which 
supported the main idea. 
Writing included 
information based on 
personal experience. 

Writing had three or more 
details that supported the 
main idea. 

Writing had few details. 

Feedback:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6 

Topic:  What Were the Primary Reasons for the “Fall” of Rome? 

Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P 

Target Skills: 

• Context 

• Periodization 

• Comparison 

• Causation 

• Continuity and Change 

• Evidence 

Activities: 

-Hook exercise and background essay   
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Day 7 

Topic:  What Were the Primary Reasons for the “Fall” of Rome? 

Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P 

Target Skills: 

• Context 

• Periodization 

• Comparison 

• Causation 

• Continuity and Change 

• Evidence 

Activities: 

-Background Essay Reading and Questions  
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Day 8 

Topic:  What Were the Primary Reasons for the “Fall” of Rome? 

Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P 

Target Skills: 

• Context 

• Periodization 

• Comparison 

• Causation 

• Continuity and Change 

• Evidence 

Activities: 

- Revisit Background Essay and Pre-Bucketing   
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Day 9 

Topic:  What Were the Primary Reasons for the “Fall” of Rome? 

Indicators: 6.1.CX, 6.1.P 

Target Skills: 

• Context 

• Periodization 

• Comparison 

• Causation 

• Continuity and Change 

• Evidence 

 

Activities: Document Analysis 
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Day 10 

Topic: Why Did Rome “Fall? 

6-1.CX,6.1.P 

Target Skills: 

• Context 

• Periodization 

• Comparison 

• Causation 

• Continuity and Change 

• Evidence 

Activity-Reading, analysis, and argumentative writing 
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